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With just weeks to go before the 2009 election, the ballot measure world is heating up with
battles on both sides of the country to counteract the right-wing's abuse of the direct
democracy system. In Maine and Washington, marriage equality advocates are being
challenged by out of touch conservatives, and the period leading up to the election promises
some hard fought battles still in store.

In Maine, opponents of marriage equality have submitted signatures to the Secretary of State's
office to place a citizen's veto on the fall ballot of the recently passed marriage equality law,
despite the law being passed by the legislature and signed by the governor. The law, signed
into law by Governor Baldacci on May 6, was scheduled to take effect in September. In order to
support and protect marriage for all Maine families, Maine Freedom to Marry has organized a
broad based campaign and recently began running statewide ads in support of the marriage
equality law. To date, five states have approved marriage equality through either the
legislature or the courts, and so the consequence of this election on other states is
monumental.

The state of Washington is also involved in a hotly contested ballot initiative showdown.
Referendum 71, which would repeal the domestic partnership bill recently passed by the
legislature and signed by the Governor, threatens to be on November's ballot. News reports
confirm that supporters of the R-71 campaign (Protect Marriage Washington) have used
deceptive signature petitions in order to trick people into signing their petitions, and signature
gatherers for R-71 have been caught on video using misleading tactics, lying to citizens about
the new domestic partnership law.

August saw R-71 embroiled in a very meticulous signature verification process, as initiative
backers turned in barely enough signatures to qualify putting the measure on the ballot.
Yesterday, R-71 was certified for the November ballot with a very slim signature margin. An
initial legal challenge to its validity was rejected by King County Superior Court, but ongoing
legal challenges are likely and could be the deciding factor as to whether or not R-71 makes the
ballot.
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