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People deserve a citizen initiative process that serves them. Unfortunately, the 24 states that
provide citizens with the opportunity for direct democracy are letting special interests and
ideologues highjack and take advantage of a broken system badly in need of fundamental
reform.

Beginning in 2004, BISC began to receive complaints from various states concerning abuses in
the signature gathering efforts of some ballot initiative campaigns. Over the past four years, we
have seen a dramatic increase in use of signature gathering fraud and deception by initiative
campaign committee's and the vendors they hire to qualify initiatives for the ballot. BISC has
taken these vendors to task for their deceitful practices, and will continue to monitor their
deceptive activity to stop ballot fraud.

In fact, at every step of the way throughout the ballot initiative process, citizens are being
subjected to abuse, fraud, and deception. Misleading and deceptive ballot language is often
submitted, there are widespread cases of people being lied to during the signature gathering
phase, and at the end of the day voters are being asked to make a decision about amending
their state constitution when the path to the ballot lacks the integrity citizens deserve.

BISC has been committed to shining a spotlight on the problems that exist and has worked with
states to take action and implement common sense reforms that will restore integrity to an
important process that helps create the foundation of our democracy.

Last week, our hard work paid off when Colorado's Governor Bill Ritter signed a bipartisan
reform measure that will prevent fraud in Colorado's initiative petition process. Colorado's
reform measure could be a model for other states looking to advance ballot integrity and
interest is growing in other states to clean up the process. This month BISC attended the 2009
Democratic Association of Secretary of State's Spring Policy Conference and we look forward to
building the coalitions necessary to provide voters with a citizen initiative process and system
that works for them instead of against them.
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